THE LAST ASSAULT
servant of the Cardinal. Dazzled by his marvellous
adventure, the rash youth longed to exalt himself still more;
every day he demanded some privilege or some new title;
Richelieu, who had summed him up, met his requests
by systematic refusals. Cinq-Mars, then, imagined that
everything was possible to him and that, because of his
friendship with the King, he would be able to overthrow
the minister and occupy his position. Such was the be-
ginning of the celebrated conspiracy.
Its members were the same as ever: we find them again,
animated by the same hates, moved by the same passions,
as on the Day of Dupes. There was the opposition party,
faithful to the old policy of the Queen-Mother, and hostile
to the Protestant alliances; there were all the malcontents,
all those who considered themselves injured through the
loss of private or public titles; there was the nobility,
which could never pardon the Cardinal for having crushed
it and for having dealt so severely with some of its most
brilliant representatives; finally, there wasGaston d5 Orleans,
who had no further hope of ascending the throne now
that Louis xni had an heir, but to whom the fact of war
gave an opportunity of seizing it. The occasion seemed
opportune. France was strenuously engaged against the
Spaniards in the south-west provinces, and this was the
moment to strike the Cardinal from the rear. The plan of
the conspiracy was promptly drawn up, thanks to de Thou,
who served as negotiator between Cinq-Mars, Gaston
d'Orleans, and the Due de Bouillon, but to whom,
prudently, everything had not been revealed. Monsieur
was to shut himself up in Sedan with his troops; the Due
de Bouillon would place the Italian army at the disposal
of the movement; the Protestants of the Cevennes would
rise in a body; and Spain, by a secret treaty signed by
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